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The current trend of computer system technology is toward CPUs with rapidly increasing 
processing power and toward disk drives of rapidly increasing density, but with disk 
performance increasing very slowly if at all. The implication of these trends is that at some 
point the processing power of computer systems will be limited by the throughput of the 
input/output (I/O) system. A solution to this problem, which is described and evaluated in 
this paper, is disk cache 
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For decades the RAM-to-disk memory hierarchy gap has plagued computer architects. An 
exciting new storage technology based on microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) is 
poised to fill a large portion of this performance gap, significantly reduce system power 
consumption, and enable many new applications. This paper explores the system-level 
implications of integrating MEMS-based storage into the memory hierarchy. Results show 
that standalone MEMS-based storage reduces I/O stall times by 4-74X over ... 
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poised to fill a large portion of this performance gap, significantly reduce system power 
consumption, and enable many new applications. This paper explores the system-level 
implications of integrating MEMS-based storage into the memory hierarchy. Results show 
that standalone MEMS-based storage reduces I/O stall times by 4— 74X ove ... 
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